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By Col. Dave Williamson

9th Air Force Chief of Safety

Shaw AFB, S.C.

, there was a

report on Derrick Thomas of the
Kansas City Chiefs. As most of you football
fans know, Derrick Thomas was an NFL all-
pro and whose father, coincidentally, was a
USAF pilot who was lost in Vietnam. Anyway,
the weekend prior to the “big game,” Derrick
Thomas and two companions were traveling
along snowy roads in Kansas City on their way
to catch a commercial airline flight. They were
involved in an accident when the driver lost
control of the vehicle while traveling 70 mph
on icy roads. The vehicle veered into the
median and rolled several times, resulting in
tragedy.

Two of the occupants, including Mr. Tho-
mas, suffered fatal injuries, and the other was
treated for minor injuries and released from
the hospital.

Now those of you who are familiar with the
latest bad safety trend in the USAF know
where I’'m going with this story. What was the
difference among the three occupants of this
vehicle? The man who walked away had
his seat belt on — the other two did not.
Their negligence cost them their lives.

We’ve seen this in the Air Force and we just
can’t understand why people continually
refuse to use their seat belts or other appropri-
ate safety precautions. As I was writing this
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ticle I became aware of the
serve troop in Louisiana. She was thrown
from her vehicle after being involved in a four-
car crash on an interstate. Same old story —
she wasn’t wearing her seat belt.

In our command, 9th Air Force and
CENTAEF, we lost two troops in the CONUS
and one in the area of responsibility (AOR) in
the past 18 months because they were not
wearing their seat belts or, in the case of
motorcycle/bicycle accidents, were not wearing
protective helmets.

What’s my point? No one, and I mean NO
ONE, is bullet-proof. Accidents will unfortu-
nately continue to occur, but fatalities don’t
necessarily have to be the result. It is a dan-
gerous world out there and failing to properly
protect oneself to the maximum extent possible
is foolhardy and stupid.

I am speaking from experience. I was
involved in a head-on collision last summer
that my wife and I walked away from. We
were beaten up and in shock, but we sustained
only minor injuries. Why? Because of our seat
belts and the airbags.

So no matter how tough, smart, or lucky
you think you are, you’re still vulnerable to
circumstances completely out of your control
when you take yourself and your family out on
the roads. BUCKLE UP SO YOU CAN WALK
AWAY! m
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us. My reaction turned to terror as I saw the

top of a Strike Eagle converging toward us
on a certain collision course. I recognized
the left vertical stabilizer and left engine bay

DoD Photo by Airman Class Greg L. Davis
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By Master Sgt. Jeff Chandler, 55th Wing Ground Safety , Offutt AFB, Neb.

remember when I was around the same

age and mind set as my 8-year-old son.

Hearing my parents say, “You’re gonna
get hurt,” let me know I was about to do
something exciting. “I told ya so,” were words
I could have lived without though. My parents
were great and I know they would have
stopped me from doing something that would
have caused me
“serious” injury, but
their trial-by-error
learning process just
doesn’t have a place
in our Air Force.

Please take what
we have learned from
the mistakes of
others and turn it
into a positive,
proactive tool. Your
unit mishap trends
analysis (fancy term
derived from looking
at the list of mishaps
that happened in
your unit) and the
quarterly ACC “Two
Plus Four News” are
great tools to ensure
the word gets out
that we still experi-
ence preventable
mishaps.
Additionally, if

you have tasks or
equipment in your areas and don’t have
“approved or verified” procedures estab-
lished, work through the entire process to
verify the necessary steps and to identify
hazards or potential hazards. Finally, super-
visors should take steps to mitigate the
hazards so troops can perform their jobs
safely and commanders can ensure safe
mission accomplishment.
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There are three levels of ORM — basic,
operational, and strategic - but the basic level
is where we need to focus the majority of our
attention, because it is the appropriate level to
use during our daily on- and off-duty routines.
Remember, ORM can and should be used by
everyone in everything they do.

But people were just not using the 6-step
process. Who could
remember the steps,
provide additional
training, form a
team, and dedicate
the time needed?
Well, COMACC
recognized this
vicious cycle and
implemented a useful
risk management
tool that can and, in
time, will become
part of the ORM
culture. This tool is a
simpler, easily ap-
plied, and equally
effective 3-step ORM
process known as
ACT. Hopefully, you
have already been
introduced to ACT,
but in case you
haven’t, the January
edition of THE
COMBAT EDGE
featured a pull-out
poster that explains it in detail and can be
displayed on safety bulletin boards and used to
introduce and train personnel.

Continue to promote and use ORM, and
lead by example by providing the safest work-
ing conditions possible. If we “practice what
we preach,” we can prevent the devastating
mishaps that affect the mission in so many
ways. m
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By Capt. Mark Quzgley ,
Ist Fighter Wing Weather Flight Commander
Langley AFB Va .

t shouldn’t surprise you to know thunderstorms are the

single most dangerous hazard to aviators and ground per-

sonnel alike. Rather than just dealing with a single hazard,
thunderstorms can and do carry a multitude of hazards at the
same time. Among these hazards are hghtnlng/electrostatlc
discharge, severe turbulence, severe icing, poor visibility, hail,
downbursts, strong winds, and tornadoes.

For you aviators, let’s take a walk down memory lane to your
days at undergraduate pilot/navigator training, when we first
told you all about thunderstorms. Recall some of the key warn-
ings? Fly at least 20 miles away from the anvil to avoid hail,
lightning, and turbulence in and under the anvil. Don’t fly just
above the freezing level where the threat of icing is the greatest.
Don’t take off or land if a thunderstorm is approaching because
of potential downbursts and wind shear that could create
such a severe loss of airspeed you won'’t be able to
keep the aircraft aloft. Treat any thunder-
storm penetrating the tropopause, higher

than 35,000 feet, or with frequent light-
ning as severe. Lightning strikes and
electrostatic discharges can occur in
clouds long after the thunderstorm
has dissipated.

30 The Combat Edge April

o sey o . -
L Q & ™y iem {.. G -!. ko
T ‘:‘," - " .r“:‘“% m'.-ﬂ""." i

Ll - e, g P S ‘-.-ov’ iaims i an(’ L ‘O'n

Sl o
T . o RO o X
SRR, S PRI Zac TR Ll N * s k. e S o \-‘.J-‘n“‘ b S T W i A



User
Typewritten Text
Mark Quigley

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text


Okay, so now you remember some of the
do’s and don’ts about thunderstorms. You’'ve
got to fly the mission anyway, so what’s the
next step? The supreme weather geeks,
those with Ph.D.s, etc., have come up with
this most profound statement: DON’T FLY
IN OR NEAR THUNDERSTORMS. No
kidding. It’s in the book. The best way to
follow this advice is to circumnavigate the
storm, or as Bill Cosby would say, “Go
around, idiot, go around!” What if this isn’t
possible? The next best option, though not
- necessarily a good one, is to fly over the top
of the thunderstorm if y¢ '
ties permit. Remember |
least 1,000 feet of altituc
of wind speed at the clou
that, either? We’re runnin
You could fly underneath u’y
over flat terrain or seas, but thls isn’t too
good an option either because of the vmlent
downdrafts, microbursts, wind shear, icing,
poor v151b111ty, and hail.

Down to the last resort? If all else fails,
fly through the thunderstorm. Ensure you
penetrate at least 4,000 to 6,000 feet above
the terrain because of the downdrafts.
Establish your recommended turbulent air
penetration speed and disengage the autopi-
lot. Maintain attitude and ride out changes
in altitude. Set instrument and cockpit
lights full bright, turn pitot heat on, and
tighten shoulder harnesses and safety belts.
Penetrate the storm at a 90-degree angle to
the storm’s movement and don’t turn
around once inside. (Editor’s Note: Air
Force instructions state that there are no
peacetime requirements to ever penetrate a
thunderstorm.)

I haven’t forgotten about us non-aviators!
We have much more time to use common
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sense than the aviators who sometimes have
to make split-second decisions (though that
doesn’t mean we use more common sense).
Have you ever had a summer go by when you
haven’t heard about folks killed by lightning
because they took shelter under a big tree
during a thunderstorm? Due to the nature
of our jobs (fuels, computers, etc.), lightning
is probably the most common hazard in most
thunderstorms. However, severe thunder-
storms can affect us with strong winds, hail,

~ and tornadoes. It’s extremely important
~ that you listen to and heed the weather

Watéhes, warnings, and advisories issued by

at  your local weather folks.

- Okay, how many of you are confused

"‘ f:about the difference between watches,

~ warnings, and advisories? Go ahead. No one
’re can see you raising your hand, and if they do
~_you can just say you're stretching. It varies

~ a little from base to base, but weather

watches are generally issued for severe
thunderstorms (winds greater than or equal
to 50 knots and/or hail greater than or equal
to 1/2 inch), tornadoes, and lightning. A
watch means this: the potential exists for
these conditions to occur in the future. We
use watches to give you the greatest amount
of “heads up” we can of possible severe
weather. When you hear a weather watch
has been issued, don’t think, “Cool! We're
going to get a really neat weather show
tonight!” Instead, think, “What can I do
now, ahead of time, to prepare and lessen my
workload if the severe weather actually
occurs?” You should review your severe
weather checklists and accomplish as many
items as possible without disrupting opera-
tions. »

We use weather warnings and advisories
to say bad weather is no longer merely a
potential, but it’s actually occurring or about
to occur. We weather folks aren’t perfect and
sometimes we don’t give you as much lead
time for warnings and advisories as we’d like
to give you, but that’s why it’s so important
to do as much ahead of time as possible.

Well, to modify a common saying, “There
are only three things certain in life: death,
taxes, and thunderstorms.” Hopefully you're
now better prepared for the last one. m
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The ACC Flight Safety Award recognizes units that flew the previous fiscal year
without a command-controlled Class A or B flight mishap. Congratulations to the

following winners of the Fiscal Year 1999 thht Safety Award:

4th Flghter ng, Seymou
5th Bomb ng, Mmot AFBN

20thy Flghter Wlng, Shaw AFB SC V . , i)
 27th Fighter Wing, Cannon AFBNM ¢ 150th Flghter Wlng, New Orleans LA

28th Bomb Wing, Ellsworth AFB SD  169th Fighter Wing, Eastover SC
33d Fighter Wing, Eglin AFB FL - ’ 174th Fighter Wing, Syracuse NY
55th Wing, Offutt AFB NE 175th Wing, Baltimore MD .
85th Group, NAS Keflavik IC 177th Flghter ng gg Harbor TWP NJ

93d Air Control Wing, Robins AFB GA
347th Wing, Moody AFB GA

355th Wing, Davis-Monthan AFBAZ - ~

552d Air Control Wing, Tinker AFB OK . Wi g L unbe Il AFB KS

ACC- GAIN ED AN G UNITS

102d Flghter Wlng,’ Otx ;.
5 h

192d Flghter Wlng, Sandston VA
'ACC GAINED AFR UNITS

110th F1ghte1 ng, Battle Cl eek M
111th F1ghter ng, WlllOW Gro e PA
Andre

114th Fighter Wing,
115ch F ighter Wing






